Using the Flower and Leat Models

Cut the leaf model to the edge of the illustration. Cut the flower model out as a disk, cutting from petal tip to
petal tip (not following the flower edge between the petals. Once you have cut out the flower disk, make a single
second cut between two petals, straight to the center point of the circle (vertex).

To use the models, close one eye and hold the models at eye level. Rotate the models and observe how the
perceived proportions of length and width change. Also notice how the angles of the tip of the leaf, veins, and
negative spaces between petals change. To take the leaf model to another level, turn it over and trace the vein
lines with a pencil on the back side. Then curl the leaf model gently. Observe the shapes and angles when you
can see both the top and the bottom of the leaf. Once you understand how the widths and lengths of the petals
change as you rotate the flower model, you are ready to study cone-shaped flowers. Turn the flower model over
and trace the petal shapes on the back of the paper. Then overlap two of the petals to form a cone. Now observe
how the proportions of the petals change as you rotate the cone (again with one eye closed and the model at eye
level). If you study this model, you will develop an intuitive understanding of how to foreshorten flowers.

Close one eye and hold the models at eye level. Rotate the models and observe how the perceived proportions
of length and width change. Also observe how the angles of the tip of the leaf, veins, and negative spaces be-
tween petals change.
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